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Unabashed 
Designers of Delight
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Improvement Developer & Owner Inner Arbor Trust
Project Managment Consultant Development Management Group

Chrysalis Butterfly Caterpillar Picnic Table Merriground Merriweather Horns

Amphitheater Guest Seervices Art-of-Bounds Art-of-Seating Art-of-Paly Art-of-Arival & Wayfindidng

Component Team

Design THEVERYMANY nArchitects Martha Schwartz Partners Martha Schwartz Partners Martha Schwartz Partners Cochran Studio

Architect or Landscape Architect of Record Living Design Lab nArchitects Mahan Rykiel Associaties Mahan Rykiel Associaties Mahan Rykiel Associaties Mahan Rykiel Associaties

Architect of Record: Caterpillar Booths & Kiosk nArchitects

Engineering Arup (NYC & DC) Arup Arup Arup Arup

Specialty & Theatrical Consulting Arup Arup

Site Team

Landscape Architecture Mahan Rykiel Associaties

Civil Engineering Gutschick, Little & Weber

Environmental Engineering Biohabitats

Geotechnical Analysis Robert B. Balter Company

Structural Engineering Arup

Dry Utilities Engineering Arup

Lighting Design Arup

Trafic Analysis Wells + Associates

Estimating Hanscomb Consulting

Designers of Delight
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Agenda

1. Art of Landscape: Martha Schwartz & Nigel Koch, MSP
2. Chrysalis: (Structure): Marc Fornes, THEVERYMANY
3. Chrysalis: (Theater): Ed Arenius, Arup 
4. Butterfly: Mimi Hoang, nArchitects
5. Art of Arrival: William Cochran, Cochran Studios
6. Landscape Architecture: Stephan Kelly, Mahan Rykiel 
7. Lighting Design: Star Davis, Arup
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Symphony Woods 
Mandate
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Howard County 
Law of the land 2010

DOWNTOWN COLUMBIA PLAN
A General Plan Amendment

Howard County, Maryland
Adopted: February 1, 2010

“Merriweather-Symphony Woods  
will be a new kind of cultural park 

where the landscape becomes            
a setting for arts, cultural and       

civic uses.”
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Site Development  Plan

Phase 1
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In The Beginning 
July 2011
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DAP  
July 13,2011

“What is driving the design? 
The plan seems to be 

engineered for grade but 
lacks an overall theme. 
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DAP  
July 13,2011

 “…this is a defined park 
and should offer a special 

experience. Consider a 
‘gateway experience’ into the 
park. Please consider marking 
all entrances into the park.” 
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DAP  
July 13,2011

“A park should be a very special 
place that offers a place for 

everyone with a variety of spatial, 
environmental and communal 

experience…It is imperative that 
Symphony Woods Park be of the 

highest design standards.”
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1. Meandering Paths 2. Work With Merriweather

Planning Board: Sept. 6, 2012
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• Collaborated with Merriweather Operator,                                  
with full knowledge of Merriweather Owner 
!

• Worked to define the                                             
Merriweather-Symphony Woods Neighborhood as 
“new kind of cultural park” 

1. Operational Elasticity 
2. Beyond The Berm

Merriweather-Symphony Woods
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Merriweather  
hosts events about 
15% of the year, & 

it can be part of 
the public Park  
the 85% of the 

year

1. Operational  
Elasticity
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1. Operational  
Elasticity

Merriweather  
needs  

Symphony Woods 
for  

Access & 
Circulation  

15% of the days, 
which can be 
achieved in  

an elegant way 
while keeping the 

Park open
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2. Beyond  
The Berm

Merriweather  
can be the site of 
Cultural Venues, 

serving the 
public Park & 

making a better 
Merriweather
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Neighbors

Past &
Present

Stasis
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Family 

Future

Synergy
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THE THE 
CATERPILLARCATERPILLAR

INFOINFORMATION 
BOBOOTH B

BOOTH ABOOTH AENTRY ENTRY 
PLAZAPLAZA

DR
OP

 O
FF

DR
OP

 O
FF

ART OF BOUNDS ART OF BOUNDS 
PLAZAPLAZA

Art of Bounds ?

Fountain !
Plaza

Cutlural!
Venues

Cultural!
Venue

2. Beyond  
The Berm
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SYMPHONY WOODS   
December 2, 2013| Pre-Submission Community Meeting

SITE PLAN

N

0        20’      40’                 80’                                      160’

THE LILY PADTHE LILY PAD

THE NESTTHE NEST

THE THE 
CHRYSALISCHRYSALIS

MERRIWEATHERMERRIWEATHER
THE THE 

BUTTERFLYBUTTERFLY

THE THE 
CATERPILLARCATERPILLAR

THE THE 
PICNIC TABLEPICNIC TABLE

INFORMATION INFORMATION 
BOOTH BBOOTH B

INFORMATIONINFORMATION
BOOTH ABOOTH AENTRY ENTRY 

PLAZAPLAZA

DR
OP

 O
FF

DR
OP

 O
FF

BOARDWALKBOARDWALK

ART OF BOUNDS ART OF BOUNDS 
PLAZAPLAZA

BIKE PATHBIKE PATH

GATEWAY GATEWAY 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMUNICATIONS 
ARTART

COMMUNICATIONS COMMUNICATIONS 
ARTART

SCULPTURALSCULPTURAL
PLAY AREAPLAY AREA

LITTLE PATUXENT PARKWAY
LITTLE PATUXENT PARKWAY

2. Beyond  
The Berm
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Columbia Association Approved FDP 
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Scale 
& Pace
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150 acres 

Future

Downtown Columbia, MD

150 acres 

Past &  
Present
Tactical Value Strategic Value
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150 Acres of  
Performance Art  anchored Mixed-

Use land,  
across the street from a very 

successful mall,  
surrounded by 9 million people, 

and served by 2 interchanges

Location Location Location 
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Scale is a Beautiful thing

Inner Arbor Inner Harbor



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

Scale is a Beautiful thing

46 Acre Site
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Scale is a Beautiful thing

Tivoli Gardens, Copenhagen (20 Acres) Millennium Park, Chicago (25 Acres)
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SYMPHONY WOODS

Wondrous Sensuous Park
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Wondrous Sensuous Park Fantasia

inspiring a feeling of 
marvelous wonder & delight

affecting the senses
in a large public green area 

in a town
composed of a mixture of 

different forms

awe, admiration, 
wonderment, fascination, 

surprise, astonishment, 
stupefaction, amazement, 

marvel, miracle, 
phenomenon, sensation, 

spectacle, beauty, curiosity

aesthetically pleasing, 
gratifying, rich, sumptuous, 
luxurious, sensory, sensorial

playground, play area, 
public garden, green

imagination, fancy, 
invention, make-believe, 

creativity
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inARTrust.org
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Agenda

1. Art of Landscape: Martha Schwartz & Nigel Koch, MSP 
2. Chrysalis: (Structure): Marc Fornes, THEVERYMANY 
3. Chrysalis: (Theater): Ed Arenius, Arup  
4. Butterfly: Mimi Hoang, nArchitects 
5. Art of Arrival: William Cochran, Cochran Studios 
6. Landscape Architecture: Scott Rykiel, Steve Kelly, MRA  
7. Lighting Design: Star Davis, Arup
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Merriweather Park 
Design Advisory Panel Hearing - Site Development Plan 
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SITE KEY PLAN

CATERPILLAR

PICNIC TABLE

MERRIGROUND
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CATERPILLAR - PLAN
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CATERPILLAR - SCHEMATIC OVERVIEW
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CATERPILLAR 
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CATERPILLAR - WEST GATEWAY
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CATERPILLAR - EAST GATEWAY
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CATERPILLAR - PERFORATED SKIN

CATERPILLAR PANEL PLAN VIEW

CATERPILLAR PANEL ELEVATION

3’

2’-10”

2’-5”

2’-1”
1’-6”
1’

6”

2”

9”
4”
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CATERPILLAR - SYSTEM

A B C D E F G H I

A Corrugated Metal Pipe!
B Galvanized Metal Frame!
C Holes for Irrigation Pipes!
D Planting ‘Plant Brick’ Medium!
E Colored Anodised Aluminium 
Panels!
F Planting Holes!
G Planting!
H Colored Dot Covers!
I Glow Lights
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CATERPILLAR - REMOVABLE ELEMENTS – FLEXIBLE USE
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FLEXIBLE USE - COMPONENTS
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FLEXIBLE USE - COMPONENTS
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CATERPILLAR – SECTION
13

’

PLANT BRICK CONTAINER
FEATURES:!!
PLANTING!
REMOVABLE BUCKETS!
COLORED DOT COVER!
AUDIO SPEAKER!
VIDEO DISPLAY !
LIGHTS!
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GREEN WALL SYSTEM - COMPONENTS

PRESSURE COMPENSATED 
DRIP PIPES!
PUMPING & DISTRIBUTION!
FERTIGATION (NUTRIENTS)

STICK-PINS

INDIVIDUAL PLANTING !
BRICKS

DRAINAGE SHEET

WATERPROOF !
BACKING CD
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CATERPILLAR - PLANTING 

Ajuga x tenorii !
‘Chocolate Chip’!
Dwarf bugle weed

Bergenia x ‘Winterglut’!
Winter Glos

Cornus sericea!
Red Osier Dogwood

Dennstaeditia punctilobula!
Hayscented fern

Dryopteris Marginalis!
Marginal wood fern

Heuchera villosa ‘Tiramisu’!
Tiramisu Alumroot

Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’!
Elijah Blue fescue!

Festuca muelleri!
Mueller’s fescue!

Gaultheria procumbens!
Boxberry!

Heuchera micrantha !
‘Palace Purple’!
Palace Purple Coral Bells
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CATERPILLAR - PLANTING 

Phlox stolonifera!
Creeping phlox

Pachysandra terminalis!
‘Green Sheen’!
Japanese spurge

Ophiopogon planiscapus!
‘Nigrescens’!
Lilyturf

Onoclea sensibilis!
Sensitive fern

Liriope muscari!
Big blue lilyturf

Viola labradorica!
Alpine violet!

Polystichum acrostichoides!
Christmas fern!
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CATERPILLAR – WINTER PLANTS

Cornus sericea!
Red Osier Dogwood

Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’!
Elijah Blue fescue!

Festuca muelleri!
Mueller’s fescue!

Phlox stolonifera!
Creeping phlox

Pachysandra terminalis!
‘Green Sheen’!
Japanese spurge

It loses all the leaves keeping 
the red stems

It will survive just if enough sun 
light is provided over the winter 
and in a certain way protected
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CATERPILLAR - INFO BOOTHS AND KIOSK 

KIOSK

INFORMATION!
BOOTH

INFORMATION!
BOOTH
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THE CATERPILLAR-KIOSKMERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
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THE CATERPILLAR-KIOSK MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
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THE CATERPILLAR-TICKET BOOTHMERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
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THE CATERPILLAR-TICKET BOOTHMERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
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PICNIC TABLE - PLAN
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PICNIC TABLE - VISION
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PICNIC TABLE – NEW TREES

7 PROPOSED 
TREES
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PICNIC TABLE - VIEWS
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PICNIC TABLE - VIEWS
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PICNIC TABLE - EDGE DETAIL
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PICNIC TABLE - NEW EDGE DETAIL

STAINLESS STEEL PLATE!
ARTIFICIAL TURF FIXED TO PLATE   
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MERRIGROUND - VISION
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MERRIGROUND - PLAN

DOUBLE 
HELIX!
SPIRAL 
SLIDE

CLIMBING TOWER + 
SLIDE

STEPPING SPIRAL 
POD

SWING ROPE RING

JUMPING DISK

SPIDERWEB

SPIRAL MOUND

SPIRAL SEAT

WONDROUS 
TOWER
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MERRIGROUND - EQUIPMENT

DOUBLE HELIX SPIRAL SLIDE CLIMBING TOWER + SLIDE

STEPPING SPIRAL PODSPIDER WEB SPIRAL MOUND WONDROUS TOWER

SWING ROPE RING
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Agenda

1. Art of Landscape: Martha Schwartz & Nigel Koch, MSP 
2. Chrysalis: (Structure): Marc Fornes, THEVERYMANY 
3. Chrysalis: (Theater): Ed Arenius, Arup  
4. Butterfly: Mimi Hoang, nArchitects 
5. Art of Arrival: William Cochran, Cochran Studios 
6. Landscape Architecture: Scott Rykiel, Steve Kelly, MRA  
7. Lighting Design: Star Davis, Arup
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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CHRYSALIS
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Agenda

1. Art of Landscape: Martha Schwartz & Nigel Koch, MSP 
2. Chrysalis: (Structure): Marc Fornes, THEVERYMANY 
3. Chrysalis: (Theater): Ed Arenius, Arup  
4. Butterfly: Mimi Hoang, nArchitects 
5. Art of Arrival: William Cochran, Cochran Studios 
6. Landscape Architecture: Scott Rykiel, Steve Kelly, MRA  
7. Lighting Design: Star Davis, Arup
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Agenda

1. Art of Landscape: Martha Schwartz & Nigel Koch, MSP 
2. Chrysalis: (Structure): Marc Fornes, THEVERYMANY 
3. Chrysalis: (Theater): Ed Arenius, Arup  
4. Butterfly: Mimi Hoang, nArchitects 
5. Art of Arrival: William Cochran, Cochran Studios 
6. Landscape Architecture: Scott Rykiel, Steve Kelly, MRA  
7. Lighting Design: Star Davis, Arup
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VIEW THROUGH THE BUILDINGMERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

VIEW THROUGH THE BUILDINGMERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

Agenda

1. Art of Landscape: Martha Schwartz & Nigel Koch, MSP 
2. Chrysalis: (Structure): Marc Fornes, THEVERYMANY 
3. Chrysalis: (Theater): Ed Arenius, Arup  
4. Butterfly: Mimi Hoang, nArchitects 
5. Art of Arrival: William Cochran, Cochran Studios 
6. Landscape Architecture: Scott Rykiel, Steve Kelly, MRA  
7. Lighting Design: Star Davis, Arup
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Community Bridge, Frederick MD, 1998
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A Handful of Keys, Great Neck NY, 2003



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

Pillar of Fire, Washington DC, 2013
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Torris, Alexandria, 2014
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Two Roads, Silver Spring, 2014
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The Merriweather Horns
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The Merriweather Horns
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Vintage Horn Speakers
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The first sign of maturity is the discovery 
that the volume knob also turns to the left.  
    - Jerry M. Wright
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Ancient Horns
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Skyhorns – Northeast Entry
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Song Cycles – Central Entry 
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Land Horns – Northwest Entry
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Tone Reeds – Southwest Entry
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The Merriweather Horns – Locations

Sky'Horns
Song'CyclesLand'Horns

Tone'Reeds
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Skyhorns – Northeast Entry
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Skyhorns – Northeast Entry



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

Skyhorns – Northeast Entrance
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Symphony Woods – Northeast Corner 
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Skyhorns – Northeast Entry
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Skyhorns – Northeast Entry
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Sky Horns – Northeast Entry
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The Merriweather Horns – Locations

Sky'Horns
Song'CyclesLand'Horns

Tone'Reeds
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Symphony Woods – North Edge, Center



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

Song Cycles – Central Entry 
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Song Cycles – Central Entry 
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Song Cycles – From Stairs
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Song Cycles – View From Street Level

From'Crosswalk
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Song Cycles – View From Street Level

From'Sidewalk
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Song Cycles – View From Street Level
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Song Cycles – Central Entry
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Merriweather Park Logo
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Song Cycles – Central Entry 
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The Merriweather Horns – Locations

Sky'Horns
Song'CyclesLand'Horns

Tone'Reeds
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Land Horns – Northwest Entry



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

Symphony Woods – Northwest Corner 
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Land Horns – Northwest Entry
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Landhorns – Northwest Entry
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Land Horns – Northwest Entry
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Perforated Metal Skin Sculpture
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Land Horns – Northwest Entry



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

The Merriweather Horns – Locations

Sky'Horns
Song'CyclesLand'Horns

Tone'Reeds



MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
MERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan

Tone Reeds – Southwest Entry
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Symphony Woods – Southwest Entry
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Tone Reeds – Southwest Entry
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Tone Reeds – Southwest Entry
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The Merriweather Horns – Locations

Sky'Horns
Song'CyclesLand'Horns

Tone'Reeds
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Pathfinders – Park-Wide Wayfinding
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Parthfinders – Park-Wide Wayfinding
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Parthfinders – Park-Wide Wayfinding
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Merriweather Horns – Locations
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EVENING 
SONG
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A Handful of Keys, Great Neck NY, 2003
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Agenda

1. Art of Landscape: Martha Schwartz & Nigel Koch, MSP 
2. Chrysalis: (Structure): Marc Fornes, THEVERYMANY 
3. Chrysalis: (Theater): Ed Arenius, Arup  
4. Butterfly: Mimi Hoang, nArchitects 
5. Art of Arrival: William Cochran, Cochran Studios 
6. Landscape Architecture: Scott Rykiel, Steve Kelly, MRA  
7. Lighting Design: Star Davis, Arup
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• Entry & Arrival 

• Connectivity 

• Views Into, Through, & from Within 

• Variety of Experience 

• Preserving, Enhancing, & 

Maintaining the Natural Environment

CONCEPT

EXISTING'SITE
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SITE PLAN
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BOARDWALKS
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CATERPILLAR PLAZA
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PAVING & WALL MATERIALS
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ACCESSIBILITY DIAGRAM
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BENCH DESIGN
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SITE AMENITIES
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EXISTING PLANTING CONDITIONS
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PROPOSED LANDSCAPE ENHANCEMENTS
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PROPOSED SITE PLAN
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PROPOSED PLANTING DESIGN
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Agenda

1. Art of Landscape: Martha Schwartz & Nigel Koch, MSP
2. Chrysalis: (Structure): Marc Fornes, THEVERYMANY
3. Chrysalis: (Theater): Ed Arenius, Arup 
4. Butterfly: Mimi Hoang, nArchitects
5. Art of Arrival: William Cochran, Cochran Studios
6. Landscape Architecture: Stephan Kelly, Mahan Rykiel 
7. Lighting Design: Star Davis, Arup
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Click to edit 
Master title style

Lighting Master planMERRIWEATHER PARK
Design'Advisory'Panel'Hearing'•'Site'Development'Plan
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Lighting Master plan

The lighting design 
will contribute to a 
unique experience of 
discovery for the 
visitors. 
!
The lighting 
elements have a 
natural quality, as if 
growing from the 
earth and drawing 
power from the soil. 
!
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Lighting Master plan

Layers of lighting tie 
the different park 
elements together, 
animate the park 
features and bring 
life to landscape. 
!
!
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Lighting LayersMERRIWEATHER PARK
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Pedestrian Pathways MERRIWEATHER PARK
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Pedestrian Pathways MERRIWEATHER PARK
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Vehicular Roadways MERRIWEATHER PARK
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Vehicular Roadways MERRIWEATHER PARK
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Landscape LightingMERRIWEATHER PARK
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Preliminary + Conceptual : Landscape LightingMERRIWEATHER PARK
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Art and Wayfinding Pieces 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